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Abstract 

This study is aimed at investigating the influence of entrepreneurial education on National 
development in Bayelsa State .The population consisted 1636 teachers from all the secondary 
schools in Yenagoa Local Government Area. The simple random sampling technique was 
adopted in selecting 10 schools from a population of 33 schools. The sample selected 
consisted of 316 teachers. An instrument tagged “Entrepreneurial Education and National 
Development Questionnaire EENDQ” was designed and used to measure the variables .The 
design adopted was the descriptive survey research design. The researcher used two research 
questions and two null hypotheses using percentage and chi-square. The results of the 
analysis showed that effectiveness of entrepreneurial education in secondary school I fairly 
effective while the influence of entrepreneurial education on national development not 
significantly effective. Based on the findings, I was recommended that there is the need to 
inculcate an entrepreneurial mind- set in our youths most especially students at all levels.  

 
 
 

Entrepreneurship education is aform of education which makes humans to be responsive to 
their personal, Families and national needs and aspiration, Entrepreneurship competencies carry with 
it, the concept of skills and mental awareness which are needed to understand the functioning of an 
already existing business. 

Entrepreneurship education is about developing attitudes, behavior and capacities at the 
individual levels, it is also about the application of those skills and attitudes that can take many forms 
during an individual’s career, creating a range of long-term benefit to society and the economy.  The 
concept of entrepreneurship education according to Anho (2011) is associated with various activities 
stated but not limited to the following. 

Innovation, creativity, risk taking, Initiative, Visionary, focus determination, team spirit, 
resourcefulness,  financial control self-confidence, versatility, knowledgeable, dynamic thinking, 
optimum disposition, originality, people oriented, flexible in decision, responses to suggestions and 
criticism, need achievement driven, profit oriented, persistent and persevering, energy for handwork, 
adjustment to challenges and future looking. 

Poverty is known to be responsible for the world’s problem of war, crises, resistance and 
diseases and death. This had made it an indispensible part of life that necessitated many governments 
and people of many nations. Charitable and non-government organizations. Some individual donors 
and international agencies to be fighting to alleviate it. 

Policy making and implementation involve developmental strategies which are conscious 
efforts of individuals and nations towards achieving specific objectives to bring about desirable 
changes in the structure of society and economy. Basic, functional and entrepreneur education has 
been used by many nations as a means of enhancing poverty eradication, Self-reliance, national 
development and security. 

Education therefore serve as a means of behavior modification, by individual and the society, 
it serves as a means of meeting the needs of  individual and the society, it serves as a formalized and 
institutionalized medium of instruction to individual people within any given society to enable them 
acquire useful skills and knowledge that will enable them to b e useful to themselves and contribute to 
the cohesive, peaceful existence and development of his/her immediate society, and the world at large. 

On the relationship between education and national security and development the great 
philosophers like Aristotle, Socrates and Dewey all acknowledged that formal education is a 
prerequisite for peace and national development. Opaga (2013) citing Buskirt (1976) stated that 
education can be used to attain self-reliance and poverty eradication in Africa, as the true source of 



2 

 

 

Knowledge Review Volume 36 No 1, July, 2017: ISSN 1595-2126 

power in the world has not been the armies and not certainly diplomacy, but rather productive and 
qualitative education. 

President Lydon Johnson of America officially launched a war against poverty in 1964 using 
education as the main weapon which he referred to as a worthwhile investment to harness his 
country’s natural resources and the skills or potentiates of the people. In his message to congress, 
Johnson stated that the young man and woman who grow up without a decent education is alien 
trapped in a life of poverty. 
 
Ojebode (2004) highlighting the above points noted that: 

• A person (young or old) without a decent education is trapped in Life of poverty as he would 
not have the necessary skills for survival in a complex society. 

• Lack of qualitative education is a severe handicap that cripples a person as it breeds poverty 
which, in turn breeds despair, anger or lack of interest in anything except one’s own worries. 

• Functional education is the only means through which people can develop their skills, 
capacities or potentialities. 

• Education is an investment that enriches the lives of the citizens and has a very high long rate 
of returns to the national economy. 

 
Entrepreneurship Education and Returns National Development 

The need of education in the developmental effort of any nation cannot be underestimated. 
The development of educational sector is sin-qua non for the development in all other sectors. 
Adaamu (2001) in Barnaba and Durwa  (2007) asserted that  “development in any society is anchored 
primarily on education process” Sule (2004) is of the opinion that education is a sure pathway to 
liberation of the mind and the improvement of socio economic status of people. It also follows that 
education and training help individuals to be empowered and escape poverty by providing b y 
providing them with the skills and knowledge to raise their output, income and wealth (Alieu, 2007). 
In thelight of the above stated facts, various governments and international agencies are making 
serious efforts in both developed and underdeveloped worlds to optimally develop the education 
sector. Although, a number of achievements have been recorded in this regards, yet a lot of effort is 
needed to meet up with the ever increasing demand of the present and of course future challenges. 
 The millennium development goals coupled with the pressure of globalization therefore 
created new challenges for countries, especially, the under developed ones to focus attention on 
dealing with this myriad socio economic of problems.  It is disheartening when looking at the 
deteriorating position of Nigeria, despite its great national wealth, the country is poor and social 
development is limited. If the present threat continues the country is commission, (2004) National 
Economic empowerment and development strategy (NEEDS) recognizes that income poverty as many 
strands and must therefore, be tackled from several different ways at ones. Sustainable development 
must be pursued to cater subsisting socio economic and environmental challenges to development. 
According to Essien (2014), sustainable development has to do with meeting the needs of the present 
generation without denying future generations’ access to the same natural resources for their own 
needs”. The development here is appraised in terms of both redistribution of wealth and meeting the 
basic needs of the masses at sustainable level. This means that it has been sustained to be able to 
impact and change the life and living standard of the masses (Kazarure & Danmallam, 2006). 
 While acknowledging the necessary and important role of school in shaping our culture, we 
have equally understood the fact that a serious departure is needed for hitherto traditional way of 
doing things especially the manner of training and the method of teaching in all our schools. 
 The term entrepreneurship means different things to different people and with varying these 
differences, however, it is important to know that in spite of these differences, there are some 
common aspects such as risk taking, creating, independence and rewards. Therefore, the big question 
here is how do we harness, inculcate and develop the entrepreneurial career of the younger 
generations and also improve their potentiality toward entrepreneurial skill which will consequently 
foster economic growth and development. 
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Statement of the Problem  
The government has aims and objectives for establishing schools so that graduates from such 

schools should be well fitted or gainfully employed in the society but the reverse is the case in that 
after several billions of naira has been spent on establishing schools, people graduate every day 
without being employed and increasing the level poverty in the country. Therefore in response to the 
current socio-economic problems, our educational system 
Should be in such a way that graduate from the schools will develop skills and creative and be self 
employed by introducing entrepreneurship education at all levels of education. 
 
Purpose of the study  
The purpose of this study was to determine the extent to which entrepreneurship education influences 
national development. Specially, the study was aimed at investigating whether entrepreneurship 
education has any influence on national development. 
 
Research Questions 
To give direction to the study, the researcher posed the following research questions: 
1. To what extent does entrepreneurial education impacted on secondary school student’s skills 
development in Bayelsa State? 
2. How does entrepreneurial education influence national development? 
 
Statement of Hypotheses 
1.  There is no significant impact of Entrepreneurship education on secondary school student 
skill development in Bayelsa state. 
2. There is no significant influence of entrepreneurial education on national development in 
Bayelsa State. 
 
Research Methods 
  This study adopted descriptive survey research design. The study was conducted in 
Yenagoa Local Government Area of Bayels State. The population consisted of 1636 teachers from all 
the secondary schools in the LGA. The simple random sampling technique was used in selecting 10 
schools from a population of 33 schools. All the teachers in the schools selected were used for the 
study. The sample selected consisted of 316 teachers. This study was conducted in 2016/2017 
academic session. 

An instrument tagged: “Entrepreneurial Education and National Development Questionnaire 
(EENDQ)” was used in collecting information with regard to the variables. The instrument had two 
sections A and B. Section A had statements requesting the demographic information of respondents. 
Section B contained two parts. Part A had three items on determining the extent to which 
entrepreneurial education impacted on secondary schools students with options Very Effective (VE) - 
4points, Effective (E) - 3points, Fairly Effective (FE) - 2points and Not Effective (NE) - 1point while 
Part B had four items on determining how entrepreneurial education influence national development 
with options Strongly Agree (SA) - 4points, Agree (A) - 3points, Disagree (D) - 2points and Strongly 
Disagree (SD) - 1point option.  

The instrument was subjected to face validation by three experts in measurement and 
evaluation. Their comments, suggestions and corrections were incorporated into the final copy of the 
questionnaire. The reliability of the instrument was found by administering the instrument to 30 
teachers who were not part of the study but had homogenous qualities as those in the study. The test 
retest approach was used. The instrument was administered twice. The second administration was 
done two weeks after the first to the same teachers. The data collected from the trial test were used to 
ascertain the reliability of the instruments. The Pearson Product Moment Correlation was used to 
calculate the reliability of the instrument, and a reliability coefficient of 0.81 was obtained. 
The questionnaires were distributed to the teachers in the selected schools after obtaining permission 
from each of the principals of the selected schools.On completion of the exercise, the questionnaires 
were collected and scored. The data collected were analyzed using percentage and chi-square. 

Influence of Entrepreneurial Education on National Development 
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Results 
The results of the study were presented based on the research questions and their corresponding 
hypotheses. 
 
Research Question One 
 To what extent does entrepreneurial education impacted on secondary schools students’ skills 
development in Bayelsa State? 
This research question was answered using percentages. 
Table 1: Percentage Responses of Teachers on Impact of Entrepreneurial Education on 
Secondary Schools Skills Development in Bayelsa State  

S/No Items VE E FE NE Total 
1 Does 

entrepreneurial 
education empower 
you? 

47(14.9) 73(23.1) 161(50.9) 35(11.1) 316(100) 

2 Does 
entrepreneurial 
education help you 
to acquire skills? 

35(11.1) 63(19.9) 176(55.7) 42(13.3) 316(100) 

3 Do you benefit 
from 
entrepreneurial 
education in your 
school?  

52(16.5) 81(25.6) 153(48.4) 30(9.5) 316(100) 

Overall 134(14.1) 217(22.9) 490(51.7) 107(11.3) 948(100) 
 
 As shown in Table 1, On the overall 14.1 percent of the respondents indicated that 
entrepreneurial education is very effective, 22.9 percent indicated that it is effective, 51.7 indicated 
that it is fairly effective while 11.3 percent indicated that it was not effective .It can be inferred from 
the result that more than half of the respondents indicated entrepreneurial education impacted fairly on 
secondary schools students skills development in Bayelsa State entrepreneurial education is fairly 
effective in the state. 
 
Research Question Two 
What is the influence of entrepreneurial education on national development in Bayelsa State?  
This research question was answered using percentages. 
 
Table 2:  Percentage Responses of Teachers on Influence of Entrepreneurial Education on 
National Development 

S/No Items SA A D SD Total 
4 Entrepreneurial education 

does not have effect on 
national development 

34(10.8) 153(48.8) 97(30.7) 32(10.1) 312(100) 

5 Does entrepreneurial 
education changes your life? 

27(8.5) 164(51.9) 103(32.6) 22(7) 316(100) 

6 Entrepreneurial education 
encourages creativity and 
national development 

44(13.9) 146(46.2) 98(31) 28(8.9) 316(100) 

7 Entrepreneurial education 
encourages innovation. 

37911.7) 167(52.8) 91(28.8) 21(6.6) 316(100) 

Overall 142(11.2) 630(49.8) 389(30.8) 103(8.1) 1264(100) 
 
 As shown in Table 2, On the overall 11.2 percent of the respondents indicated that 
entrepreneurial education is strongly agree, 49.8 percent indicated agreed, 30.8 indicated disagree 
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while 8.1 percent indicated strongly disagree. Merging strongly agree and agree, it can be inferred 
from the result that more than half of the respondents agreed to entrepreneurial education influencing 
national development in Bayelsa State. 
 
Hypotheses Testing 
The hypotheses were tested using chi-square analysis. 
 
Hypothesis One 
 Entrepreneurial education does not significantly impact on secondary schools students skills 
development in BayelsaState. 
 
Table 3: Chi-square Analysis of Responses of Teachers on Effectiveness of Entrepreneurial 
Education in Secondary Schools in Bayelsa State 

S/No Items VE E FE NE df Χcal Χcri 
1 Does entrepreneurial 

education empower 
you? 

47(14.9) 73(23.1) 161(50.9) 35(11.1) 6 9.37NS 12.59 

2 Does entrepreneurial 
education help you to 
acquire skills? 

35(11.1) 63(19.9) 176(55.7) 42(13.3)    

3 Do you benefit from 
entrepreneurial 
education in your 
school? 

52(16.5) 81(25.6) 153(48.4) 30(9.5)    

Overall 134(14.1) 217(22.9) 490(51.7) 107(11.3)    
NS =Not significant at .05 level of significance  
Table 3 revealed that the calculated chi-square value (9.37) is less than critical Chi- square value 
(12.59) at .05 level of significance and 6 degreeof freedom [(3 - 1)(4 - 1)]. It follows that the level of 
entrepreneurial education is not significantly effectiveness in secondary schools in Bayelsa State. 
 
Hypothesis Two 
There is no significant influence of entrepreneurial education on national development in Bayelsa 
State.  
Table 4: Chi-square Analysis of Responses of Teachers on Influence of Entrepreneurial 
Education on National Development 

S/No Items SA A D SD df Χcal Χcri 

4. Entrepreneurial education 
does not have effect on 
national development 

34(10.8) 153(48.8) 97(30.7) 32(10.1) 9 9.89 16.92 

5. Does entrepreneurial 
education changes your 
life?  

27(8.5) 164(51.9) 103(32.6) 22(7)    

6. Entrepreneurial education 
encourages creativity and 
national development 
Entrepreneurial education 
encourages creativity and 
national development 

44(13.9) 146(46.2) 98(31) 28(8.9)    

7. Entrepreneurial education 
encourages innovation.  

37911.7) 167(52.8) 91(28.8) 21(6.6)    

Overall 142(11.2) 630(49.8) 389(30.8) 103(8.1)    

 NS =Not significant at .05 level of significance  
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Table 4 revealed that the calculated chi-square value (9.89) is less than critical Chi- square value 
(16.92) at 0.05 level of significance and 9 degree of freedom [(4 - 1)(4 - 1)]. It follows that there 
exists no significant influence of entrepreneurial education on national development in BayelsaState. 
 
Discussion of Findings  
 The findings on the extent of entrepreneurial education impact on secondary schools students 
skills development in Bayelsa State indicated fairly effective impact which was not significant. This 
could be attributed to the inadequacy of equipments for training in the secondary schools that could 
result to students' self employment after finding school. The inadequacy of equipment and material 
resources prevented students having practical skills of their chosen career. The findings of the study is 
in line with that of Olokundun, Hezekiah, Stephen and Fred (2014), who found that the present 
entrepreneurship program in the sample schools covers the required content but the method of 
teaching was not practical oriented and was voidof real life situations.  
 The findings on the influence of entrepreneurial education on national development in 
Bayelsa State indicated an agreement and which was not significant. This could be attributed to the 
few areas (such as fish farming) that had equipments and resources that has led to the self 
employment of students after leaving schools for training in the secondary schools that could result to 
students' self employment after finishing school. The findings of the study is in line that of Ngerem 
and Ezikpe (2016), who found that entrepreneurial skills are required for economic development. 
 
Conclusion 

Education in Nigeria for value re-orientation needs entrepreneurial education which is very 
important that there is urgent need for all educational institutions in Nigeria to comply with the 
presidential directives to the effect that entrepreneurial education be made compulsory for all schools 
in Nigeria. This policy decision was based on government awareness of the crucial role of 
entrepreneurship education and training in fostering employment generation among the teeming 
youths, economic growth and wealth creation. 
 
Recommendations 

The wide spread and acceptance of entrepreneurship education is a clear indication of its 
usefulness and importance in the present realities. The development of entrepreneurship education 
will go a long way in providing the necessary impetus for economic growth and development. It will 
be crucial in boosting productivity, increasing competition, and innovation, creating employment and 
prosperity and revitalizing economies. 

1. There is need to inculcate entrepreneurial mind-set in our youths most especially our students 
at all levels. 

2. Government should work in conjunction with other regulatory agencies to promote good 
governance, transparency, and accountability; this will support the development and 
maintenance of transparent and stable economy and regulate the environment for conducive 
effective private sector activity. 

3. Government should create special centers specially entrusted with responsibility of assisting 
individuals develop skills, knowledge and new venture management competencies in starting 
and owing a venture that will create wealth for them. 

4. Anti-corruption agencies in the country need to be strengthened to treat cases of 
mismanagement and misappropriation of funds meant for poverty reduction programmes with 
dispatch. The fight against corruption should be heightened as it is considered a debilitating 
factor in the fight against poverty and its reduction. 

5. Nigeria and every under developed and developing nation must cultivate local initiative by 
promotinggrass root educational planning, implementation, utilization and monitoring. This 
can be done through decentralized decision making i.e. democratization of education should 
be of utmost priority. Functional and entrepreneurship education is relatively a new academic 
discipline, it is multi-disciplinary in nature, it covers economic and business education.     
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6. In teaching entrepreneurship education, it should be taught from such perspective involving a 
wide spectrum of life and disciplines. 
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